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EARDISLAND 

the 

 PLACE-NAME 

 

 

 

 

       In 1890 the Reverend Joseph Barker, Vicar of Eardisland, read a Paper to a meeting of 

the Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club entitled:  

Erislonde, Alias Eardisland, Alias Areland
1
 

 

       His first, introductory, paragraph was: 

 

 
 

       This was followed by three paragraphs, fifty two lines in all, in which he discussed what 

his correspondence with Professor Skeat revealed, and then put forward a few ideas of his 

own.
2
 He concluded with the opinion: 

 

 
 

                                                             
1
 This was later also published after his death as a booklet entitled: Eardisland: Its Church and Antiquities 

2
 He stressed the variety of spellings of Eardisland which he had encountered. I myself have come across well  

  over fifty variations and recorded at least fifty four of them and their sources before discontinuing the 
   project. 
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       Scholarship moved on, in particular expert study of Domesday Book. In 1916 the 

eminent scholar, churchman and historian of Herefordshire, Canon Bannister published: 

 

 
 

       His listing for Eardisland on page 64 is one of the longest which he includes. It finishes 

with a short, firm, conclusion: Earl’s Lene from O.E. Eorl : 
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       His listing for Lene on page 114 is short but informative: 

 

 
 

       I researched Bannister’s first entry 958 Lionhena, Birch and found a recent scholarly 

publication
3
 which, without specifically mentioning Eardisland made it clear that, whilst 

Lionhena was indeed in the Lene, it was well West of Eardisland, beyond 

Pembridge/Shobdon boundaries.  

       Care should therefore be taken not to follow Bannister in this particular respect. 

        

       Much more recent than Bannister is Coplestone-Crow: 

 

 
 

                                                             
3 Lewis, Beryl. Boundary Landscapes Kington History Society, 2008. 
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       Whilst equally, indeed more detailed than Bannister, he does not include Lionhena in the 

early spellings and sources which he quotes. This will not have been an oversight: 

 

 
 

       The notes in pencil are mine and should be ignored. 

 

       I have no copy of what he says about  District Name Leen, but I have seen it and know 

that it is similar to what Bannister, and others much more recent than Bannister, also say.  

 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

       Points of detail aside, there is no doubt that modern scholarship has it that the Place-

name EARDISLAND originated as EARL’S LENE  and that the earl was Morcar, Earl of the 

Northumbrians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


